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ORIGIN ARA-14 

INEO OCT-OI ISO-00 HA-05 SSO-00 /020 R 

DRAETED BY ARA/AND:MBARNEBEY; HA/HR:MBOVA:BGT 
APPROVED BY ARA/AND:MBARNEBEY 
HA/HR:MLSCHNEIDER (SUBSTANCE) 

ARA:FMCNEIL 

036073 I80033Z/70 

O I800I2Z JAN78ZFF4 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY LA PAZ NIACT IMMEDIATE 

CONEIDENTIAL STATE 013290 

EOR THE AMBASSADOR 

E.O. 1 1652: GDS 
TAGS: SHUM, BE, PEOR 
SUBJECT: HUNGER STRIKE 

1. DEPARTMENT APPRECIATES DETAILED REPORTING EMBASSY HAS 
BEEN PROVIDING REGARDING THE HUNGER STRIKE AND RELATED 
ACTIVITIES. DEPARTMENT CONCERNED WITH REPORTS THAT MASS 
ARRESTS OF STRIKERS HAS OCCURRED AND FEARS BREAKDOWN OE 
WHAT SEEMS TO HAVE BEEN A MODERATE GOB REACTION TO DATE. 

2. REQUEST YOU REGISTER WITH GOB AT APPROPRIATELY HIGH 
LEVEL OUR CONCERN OVER ARRESTS OE HUNGER STRIKERS. WE 
WOULD HOPE THERE WILL BE NO UNTOWARD INCIDENTS IN 
HANDLING OE DETAINEES AND THAT AN EARLY RELEASE OE 
STRIKERS MIGHT BE POSSIBLE SO AS TO REDUCE TENSIONS. 

MOREOVER, WE WOULD HOPE THAT THIS INCIDENT WOULD NOT 
ADVERSELY AFEECT GOB'S ANNOUNCED PLANS EOR A RETURN TO 
CONSTITUTIONAL RULE. IN YOUR DISCRETION, YOU MIGHT ALSO 
CONEIDENTIAL 
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RAISE THE QUESTION OE WHETHER AN ACCOMMODATION WITH 
THE STRIKERS' DEMANDS CAN BE REACHED. CHRISTOPHER 
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